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will never truly solve these core prob-
lems.

Some on the other side may deny
this. But the fact is, the bill that the
majority leader wants to bring to the
floor tonight still contains a number of
loopholes that enable future bailouts.

This is not just me talking. A finance
reporter on National Public Radio last
week said he could not find a single ex-
pert who was willing to agree with the
administration’s claim that this bill
puts a stop to taxpayer funded bail-
outs, not a single expert who was will-
ing to say this bill really solves the
problem we were asked by our con-
stituents to solve. Is not that reason
enough to slow down?

If we can not look our constituents
in the eyes and tell them with absolute
certainty that we have addressed their
core concerns, then tell me: Why are
we voting on this bill?

The Democrats want us to trust them
on this one. With all respect, Ameri-
cans aren’t in a trusting mood at this
point. The burden is now on the Demo-
crats to prove it when they say their
legislation will or will not do some-
thing. To a lot of Americans that is
what this debate has become. It is
about proving to our constituents and
to the rest of the country that Con-
gress can actually deliver on its assur-
ances.

Americans aren’t inclined to take
our word for it when we say this bill
doesn’t allow for bailouts, that it won’t
kill jobs, or that it won’t enable the
administration to pick winners or los-
ers, like it did with the auto bailout.
They have heard all that before. This
time, they want us to prove it.

They want us to prove that this bill
doesn’t allow for bailouts or the kind
of regulatory overreach that ends up
punishing Main Street under the guise
of reforming Wall Street. They want us
to show them where it says in the text
that the next time there is a crisis, the
government will have to seek permis-
sion from he taxpayer if it is thinking
about creating a new bank debt guar-
antee program. At the moment, we
can’t say this. That is unacceptable to
my constituents. And it is unaccept-
able to the rest of the country.

We can solve this problem. But we
won’t solve the problem if we vote for
cloture tonight. A vote for cloture is a
vote that says we are done listening to
the American people on this issue. And
a vote against ending this debate is a
vote for bipartisanship, for working
out an iron-clad solution to the prob-
lem of too big to fail. A vote against
ending this debate tonight is a vote
that says it is no longer enough to tell
our constituents to trust us. It is a
vote that says this time, we will prove
it.

I yield the floor.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There will now be a period of
morning business until 3 p.m. with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The senior Senator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to engage in a colloquy with my
colleague from Arizona, Senator KYL.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

Mr. MCcCCAIN. Mr. President, as is
well known by my colleagues and most
Americans, over the last several days,
the Governor of Arizona signed legisla-
tion, which is controversial, which is
designed to affect the issue of illegal
immigrants into the country across the
Arizona border. That legislation was
enacted by the Arizona legislature and
signed by the Governor because of the
frustration the Governor and the legis-
lation and, indeed, the majority of my
constituents have over the Federal
Government’s failure to carry out its
responsibility to secure our border.
Many viewed this as a civil rights
issue. There is no intention whatsoever
to violate anyone’s civil rights, but
this is a national security issue. This is
a national security issue where the
United States has an unsecured border
between Arizona and Mexico which has
led to violence, the worst I have ever
seen, and numbers that stagger those
who are unfamiliar with the issue—
such as 241,000 illegal immigrants were
apprehended on the Tucson sector bor-
der of Arizona in the last year. Do the
math. You have three to five times
that number who actually cross, so we
are talking about a million people
crossing the border illegally.

This is not just a human smuggling
issue. This is a drug issue. Our borders
are unsecured, and the flow of drugs
across the border is staggering. Last
year in the Tucson sector alone, there
were over 1.3 million pounds of mari-
juana apprehended, 1.3 million pounds
on the Arizona border. The numbers of
methamphetamine, cocaine, and other
drugs crossing the border by the drug
cartels is staggering. The Los Angeles
Times reported last week that over
22,000 Mexican citizens have been killed
in drug wars against the cartels. Have
no doubt, this is an existential govern-
ment between the Government of Mex-
ico, the drug cartels, and the human
smugglers who work together, and the
security of the United States.

The violence has already spilled
across our borders, and unless we get it
under control, it will get worse. Three
American citizens were murdered in
Juarez, Mexico as they were trying to
find their way home. A rancher in
southern Arizona was murdered as he
was out patrolling his own property.
The people in southern Arizona have
had their rights violated by the
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unending and constant flow of drug
smugglers and human traffickers
across their property. Their homes are
being broken into. Their rights are
being violated, their rights as Amer-
ican citizens to live in a safe and se-
cure environment, as most of the pun-
dits who are criticizing this legislation
enjoy.

The fact is, our borders are broken.
They are not secure. It is a Federal re-
sponsibility to secure our borders. It is
not being done. Senator KYL and I have
a 10-point plan that can be enacted im-
mediately in order to secure the bor-
ders and secure them quickly.

Before I ask my colleague to com-
ment, there is a question about wheth-
er we can secure our borders. Of course,
we can. We have seen in the Yuma sec-
tor of Arizona a dramatic decrease in
illegal crossings and drug smuggling.
Again, I want to mention to my friend
from Arizona, have no doubt that this
is not just a human smuggling problem
and people trying to cross the border
illegally to find work. This is a human
smuggling cartel aligned with the drug
cartels that are sending drugs across
our border and killing our citizens. The
cartels and the human smugglers are a
direct threat to the security of this Na-
tion. Two weeks ago a highly organized
syndicate that takes people who are
coming across our border illegally to
Tucson, puts them in vans, taking
them to Phoenix and distributing them
all over the country. These individuals
come from as far away as China.

Have no doubt of the extent of the
problem, the organization, the cruelty,
the barbarity of the challenge we face,
of the drug cartels and the human
smugglers that are just south of our
border, and the State of Arizona has
been bearing the brunt of it. The ad-
ministration has failed to act. We need
33,000 Border Patrol agents down on the
border. We need the National Guard,
3,000 troops. We need to take a number
of other steps Senator KyL and I will
describe. This situation is the worst I
have ever seen. It is time for the Fed-
eral Government to act. If you don’t
like the bill the legislature passed and
the Governor signed in Arizona, then
carry out the Federal responsibility to
secure the border. You probably
wouldn’t have had this problem.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Arizona.

Mr. KYL. May I ask my colleague,
who has been down on the border fairly
recently. He went to the Tucson sector
which is a sector that has about half of
all of the illegal immigration in the en-
tire United States coming across; is
that correct?

Mr. McCAIN. I have. If it was 241,000
last year that were apprehended, there
are estimates that as many as five to
one are not apprehended. So that could
have been over a million people who
crossed the Arizona border illegally in
1 year. That is staggering in itself.

Mr. KYL. The point here is, the Tuc-
son sector is one of two sectors in Ari-
zona. It is maybe 60 percent of our
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